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Auction house sells historic collection of
Canadian fighter pilot turned art dealer

Old-school collector
Torben Kristiansen
bought pieces and
kept them for himself

KATE TAYLOR

hen Vancouver art deal-
W er Torben Kristiansen
died at the age of a2 last

July, he left behind a trove of Can-
adian paintings. Squirrelled away
in the gallery he established in
the 1060s, Kristiansen had kept
two important abstractions by
Lawren Harris, several land-
scapes by Emily Carr and an early
Jean-Paul Riopelle estimated to
be worth $2.5-million to $3.5-mil-
lion.

Kristiansen, a former fighter
pilot and flight attendant, was a
dealer of the old-school variety,
one who bought inventory and
kept it, becoming a collector him-
self in the process.

“He was never in a hurry to sell
a painting,” said Robert Heffel,
whose auction house is offering
Kristiansen's collection at a To-
ronto sale Thursday. For exam-
ple, Kristiansen bought the two
Harris paintings of 1946 and 1950,
Mountain Experience and Migrato-
ry Flight, from the artist's estate
after his death in 1970 and kept
them ever since.

“He was ahead of the curve in
knowing the value of Lawren
Harrig abstracts,” Heffel said, al-
though the collection also in-
cudes two more conventional
Harris mountain  landscapes
from the 19205 as well as works by
Tom Thomson and Group of Sev-
en members Arthur Lismer, Fran-
Klin Carmichael and A.Y. Jackson.

Kristiansen liked to buy specif-
ic artists in depth, especially Brit-
ish Columbia artists such as Carr,
B.C. Binning, represented in the
zale by two geometric renditions
of ships, and the 1060s landscape
painter E. ]. Hughes.

An immigrant to Vancouver,

Reverend Billy

BRAD WHEELER

pening up for Neil Young
Oand Crazy Horse, earlier

this week, Reverend Billy
& the Church of Stop Shopping
literally preached to the choir.
The New York-based anti-consu-
merists and climate-change cru-
saders have significantly pared
down their normal so-plus size
while travelling North America
on Young's eco-activist Love
Earth Tour. As such, there were
familiar faces in the crowd at its
two hometown shows at Forest
Hills Stadium in Queens.

“Our choir members who
couldn’t come on the road with
us were in the audience in good
numbers,” says Reverend Billy, an
outlandish, non-ordained per-
formance artist whose real name
is Bill Talen. “As well, New York is
a liberal city, in agreement with
the Love Earth theme”

On the other hand, the Church
was booed in Atlanta. The group
had shouted “Stop Cop City," in
reference to the Atlanta Public
Safety Training Center, a contro-
versial instructional campus for
police under construction. Ap-
parently, Cop City (as it is known
among its opponents) had some
support among the crowd.

“l wasn’t surprised to get
booed,” says Savitri D., who is Ta-
len's wife and the group’s direc-
tor. “Law enforcement has reach
in many communities, and I'm
sure there were many police pre-
sent at that show.”

The two are speaking from
their New York home via video
conference. The tour, Young's
first with his long-time on-and-
off band in a decade, plays Toron-
to’s Budweiser Stage on Monday,
with a string of seven more Cana-
dian dates in July. It's a tough gig
being an unknown opening act.
The bulk of the audience is there
for the headliners, not the sup-
port artists. Engagement isn't
easy.

On the Love Earth Tour, Rever-
end Billy & the Church of Stop
Shopping aren’t even billed. They
show up on stage at 7:30 or so
and start their unusual, evange-
listic musical activism. In a re-
view of the tour’s concert last
week in Alabama, AL.com’s Matt
Wake described themmas=a “bi-
zarre opening act.”

A piece of artwork known as Mountain Experience by Lawren Harris is
one of many pieces Torben Krisfiansen purchased throughout his time
collecting art. Kristiansen purchased this and Migratory Flight from

Harris's estate after his death in 1970.

Kristiansen came by this passion
for Canadian art in a roundabout
way: Born in Denmarl, he started
his career in the Royal Danish Air
Force after the Second World War.
He was trained to fly a P-51 Mus-
tang fighter as part of a NATO ex-
change with the US. Air Force
and is credited with flying it up-
side-down along the main street
of his hometown to silence a
doubting buddy.

He didn't stick with piloting,
however: Instead he joined Scan-
dinavian Airlines as a flight at-
tendant and purser before he
moved to CP Air in 1056 and came
to Canada. He began using his

flights from Europe to Vancouver
to import paintings that he
would resell, offering Canadians
a taste of international art.

In 1960, he bought the Art Em-
porium, a Robson Street art gal-
lery and framing shop. Establish-
ed in 1897, it could claim to be the
oldest art gallery in Vancouver.
Under Kristiansen it moved to
the city's gallery row on Granville
Street and concentrated increas-
ingly on blue-chip Canadian art,
while the art dealer also bought
and sold real estate.

“Once he opened a gallery in
Vancouver, he became passion-
ate about Canadian art, the allure

& the Church of Stop
Shopping preach for Neil Young's tour

Reverend Billy & the Church of Stop Shopping, the opening act for MNeil
Young and Crazy Horse's Love Earth Tour, perform on stage. The group

has been described as a “bizarre openi

Talen calls it hard work: “We
walk out on stage, and find the
audience staring at us, like a stare
down.”

But when they play a plaintive
song such as The Great Outdoors,
the more attentive members of
the crowd will understand what
is happening. The song asks
“What did you do to the great
outdoors and to our children's
children - why and what for?”
The best fans of Young will know
he raised a similar question on
the 3014 environmentalist song
Wha's Gonna Stand Up?, and that
he has been writing and record-
ing such material for more than
50 years, starting with After the
Gold Rush in 1970 and Vampire
Blues - “I'm a vampire, babe,
suckin’ blood from the earth”-in
1974.

Reverend Billy & the Church's
association with Young and his
actress-wife Daryl Hannah goes
back more than a decade. E-mail
correspondence between them
began around the time of the 2011
Occupy Wall Street movement.
Hannah had been arrested in
2009 in West Virginia for protest-
ing mountaintop removal
mining. The Church has a song
called Mountain Top.

They are united in what Talen
calls the “long struggle against
the toxins of the Monsanto Com-
pany” Young and the group the
Promise of the Real released the
2015 album The Monsanto Years in
protest against the mega agri-
chemical corporation.

And they bond over anti-con-

ng act” for Young. BUCKY BALDWIN

sumerism. On Young's website
the Toronto venue for the tour is
listed as “Sponsored By Nobody
Stage,” instead of itz proper
name, Budweiser Stage. Clearly,
this Bud is not for Young.

There are many variables
when it comes to pairing headlin-
ers with opening acts: box-office
synergy, shared record compa-
nies or management, geographi-
cal concerns, musical compatibil-
ity. None of those things had any-
thing to do with this tour bill.

“An ecocide energy is abso-
lutely at hand,” says Talen, who
started protesting in character as
the pompadoured preacher in
Times Square in 1998. “It's called
Love Earth Tour - that's the name
of the tour. We were chosen be-
cause that's our message, and it
has been for years”

Plaving to unreceptive audi-
ences i3 nothing new for the
Church, which has played bank
lobbies and police lines. “We
spend a lot of time in unasked-for
places,” says Savitri D.

Their performances have not
been tailored for a classic rock au-
dience, except for a short 3o-min-
ute set. “The only limitation we
have,” she zays, “is time.”

As it happens, running out of
time is exactly what the tour's
message is all about.

Krighi d ds the boardi

g steps of an SAS commerdial airplane.

Kristiansen, who was described as charismatic and highly confident in his
own opinions about art, bought the Art Emporium in Vancouver and
established his own art gallery in 1960.

of Canadian art,” Heffel said.
“Torben had a good eye and he
backed it: He'd explain why one
painting was better than anoth-
et

Described as charismatic and
highly confident in his own opin-
ions about art, Kristiansen was
still operating the Art Emporium
when he died. But increasingly,
he had become a collector. He
had amassed a group of paintings
estimated to be worth between
$6.4-million and  $o-million,
which his estate - three times
married he leaves his widow, Pa-
tricia, four children and two step-
children - is now dispersing.

Kristiansen had followed a pat-
tern established by a previous
generation of art dealers who
bought and held art, often be-
tting on their own tastes to make
canny investments such as his
embrace of the Harris abstrac-
tions before they became recog-
nized or his purchases of Carr be-
fore her prices went up. His Cana-
dian predecessors would incude
the Toronto art dealer Elair Laing
and the Montreal dealer Max
Stern but he was several decades
vounger, one of the last of a
breed.

“Whenever he had funds, he
loved buying art,” Heffel said.

AN ANNUAL RICH LIST SAYS PAUL McCARTNEY
IS BRITAIN'S FIRST BILLIONAIRE MUSICIAN

LONDOM Sir Paul McCartney is a billionaire Beatle.
According to figures released Friday, the former member
of the Fab Four is the first British musician to be worth

£1-billion ($173-billion).

The annual Sunday Times Rich List calculated that the
wealth of the 81-year-old musician and his wife, Nancy
Shewell, had grown by £50-million since last year thanks to
McCartney’s 2023 Got Back tour, the rising value of his back
catalogue and Beyonce’s cover of The Beatles® Blackbird on

her Cowboy Carter album.

A “final” Beatles song, Now and Then, was also released
in November and topped music charts in the U.S., Britain
and other countries. Surviving Beatles McCartney and
Ringo Starr completed a demo track recorded in 1977 by
the late John Lennon, adding in guitar by George Harrison,

wheo died in zoown

The newspaper estimated £5o-million of the couple’s
wealth is owing to Shevell, daughter of the late U.S. truck-

ing tycoon Mike Shevell.

McCartney ranked 165th overall on the newspaper's
respected and widely perused list of the UKs 350 richest
people. Top spot went to Gopi Hinduja and his family, who
own the banking, media and entertainment conglomerate
Hinduja Group and are worth an estimated £37-billion.

Other entertainment figures on the list include Harry
Potter author LK. Rowling, whose fortune is estimated at
£g45-million, and singer Sir Elton John, estimated to be

worth £470-million.

King Charles ranked 258th with an estimated wealth of
£610-million. The King’s fortune includes the large inher-
ited private estates of Sandringham in England and Balmo-
ral in Scotland. The total does not include items that are
held in trust by the monarch for the nation, such as the

Crown Jewels.
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DRAKE LEADS THE 2024 BET AWARDS NOMINATIONS
WITH 7, FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY NICKI MINAJ
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Canadaland defamation case goes to trial

At the heart of the dispute are comments made
during an episode of the podcast that referenced
a 1996 article about the WE Organization

FAOLA LORIGGIO

A defamation lawsuit filed by the
mother of Marc and Craig Kiel-
burger against the Canadaland
podcast and its host will head to
trial after an Ontario court reject-
ed an application to have it
thrown out, finding there is rea-
son to believe the claim has “sub-
stantial mernit”

Canadaland, its host Jesse
Brown and others involved in the
podcast had sought to have the
lawsuit - which centres onan Au-
gust, 2021, episode about the Kiel-
burger-founded WE Organization
- dismissed under legislation
meant to protect people from liti-
gation intended to silence critics
or public debate.

In a ruling released earlier this
month, an Ontario Superior Court
judge dismissed the lawsuit
against Isabel Vincent, a reporter
who was a guest on the episode,
but ruled it should proceed
against Mr. Brown and Canada-
land.

The ruling by Justice Edward
Morgan found there is no reason
to believe Mr. Brown and Canada-
land have “any valid defence”
noting the episode omitted key
information in a way that under-
mined its objectivity and Mr.
Brown showed a “callous disre-
gard” for Theresa Kielburgers
reputation in an affidavit.

At the heart of the dispute are
comments made during an epi-
sode of the podcast that refer-
enced a 1906 article about the WE
Organization, then called Free the
Children, according to the ruling.

The article was written by Ms.
Vincent and contained an allega-
tion about the handling of funds
by Theresa Kielburger on behalf
of the organization.

The piece, published in the
magazine Saturday Might, said
$150,000 pledged by the Ontario
Federation of Labour in 1995 had
been deposited in the family’s
bank account.

Mz, Kielburgerwas interviewed
ahead of publication and said she
did not handle the money for Free
the Children, nor did she or her
family have access to the funds,
but that wasn't included in the
story, the court document says. As
well, both the family’s accountant
and the OFL's president wrote to
the magazine to refute the allega-
tion and explain where the mon-

ey was deposited after the article
was published.

A defamation suit was filed
with Craig Kielburger, not his
mother, as the plaintiff. It ended
in a settlement of close to
$320,000 before going to trial.

In 20m, Canadaland revisited
the issue, with the allegation “re-
peatedasatheme”forthe episode
titled The White Saviors, the rul-
ing says. The information from
the accountant and the OFL was
not included, nor was Theresa
Kielburger contacted for com-
ment, the document says.

Mr. Brown and Canadaland
never gave Ms. Kielburger a
chance to refute the allegation
that she deposited large sums of
money into the family’s personal
bank account, the judge wrote.
Mr. Brown told the court it did not
seem relevant to ask her to re-
spond given that she was not a
party to the earlier lawsuit, the
document says.

“Whether the plaintiff was a
party to the earlier action, howev-
et, is obviously not the issue; the
point is that a statement about
the plaintiff has to be put to the
plaintiff o that she can respond,”
the judge said.

The judge specifically pointed
to Mr. Brown’'s sworn affidavit, in
which the podcast host said:
“[Wle did not seek comment
[from the plaintiff] for the same
reason why I didn't seek com-
ment from my own mother; nei-
ther of them were involved.”

The statement implies that, in
Mr. Brown’s eyes, “the plaintiff's
feelings are worth nothing,” Jus-
tice Morgan wrote.

“The fact that he was speaking
about the plaintiff, and imposing
personal pain on the plaintiff by
repeating an allegation about her
that he was aware had been seri-
ously contested, if not established
as entirely false, was seen by him
as irrelevant,” he said.

“The cynicism of Brown’s ex-
planation not only accentuates
the defamatory sting of his words,
but could be considered high
handed and oppressive.”

Ms. Kielburger's testimony
about the emotional impact of
the allegation, meanwhile, was
“credible and impactful,” the
judge said.

In assessing whether Mr.
Brown and Canadaland had done
their due diligence in trying to
verify the allegation, the judge

Al3

Craig, left, and Marc Kielburger attend WE Day California in in Inglewoed, Calif., in 2019. An Ontario judge has
rejected a bid to throw out a defamation suit filed by their mother, Theresa Kielburger, against the Canadaland
podcast and its host Jesse Brown. JESSE GRANT/GETTY IMAGES FOR WE DAY

noted there was no mention of
the letters the accountant and the
OFL's president wrote to Saturday
Night.

“For Canadaland to have left
thisimportant point out of its sto-
ry undermines any factual objec-
tivity that the broadcast may
claim,” he said.

The evidence on the record
supports a reasonable under-
standing that Canadaland and Mr.
Brown were suggesting the 1006
allegation was true and that Ms.
Kielburger had misappropriated
donations, Justice Morgan wrote
in the ruling.

The WE Charity, whichis part of
the WE Organization, came under
national scrutiny andlost many of
its corporate sponsors in 2020
amid the controversy over the
Liberal government's plans to
have the youth organizationruna
multimillion-dollar student-vol-
unteer program.

That year, WE Charity said it
would close its Canadian oper-
ations, and that co-founders Marc
and Craig Kielburger - who creat-
ed the organization as children -
would step down once the transi-
tion to a new board of governars
was complete.

THE CAMADIAN FRES

Drake is the leading nominee for next month’s BET
Awards, followed closely by Nicki Minaj.

The Canadian rapper received seven nominations, in-
cluding an album of the year nod for his eighth studio
album, For All the Dogs. One of the awards he's up for is the
music video for First Person Shooter, his collaboration with
]. Cole that may have been the catalyst for his recent beef
with rapper Kendrick Lamar.

Minaj received six nominations, including for album of
the year for her highly anticipated Pink Friday o releaze.

Two of her nomi

ions were for her song with Ice Spice,

Barbic World, part of the blockbuster Barbie soundtrack.

Beyoncé, received four nominations, including for best
female R&B/pop artist as well as recognition for two Cow-
boy Carter tracks, Texas Hold 'Em and 16 Carriages.

Dral

's Rich Baby Daddy, which features SZA and Sexyy

Red, is competing for the best collaboration and two other

awards.

Super Bowl headliner Usher is among the artists vying
for four awards, along with 21 Savage, Megan Thee Stallion,
Doja Cat and Tyla, who won the inaugural best African
music performance honour at the Grammy Awards.

The film nominees this year are: American Fiction; Bob
Marley: One Love; Renaissance: A Film by Beyoncé; Spider-
Man: Across the Spider-Verse; The Book of Clarence; The Color
Purple; The Equalizer 3 and The Little Mermaid.

Simone Biles, Naomi Asaka, Steph Curry, Lebron James
and Patrick Mahomes are among the sports stars compet-
ing for awards. ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Open Only By Appointment, Shop Online Everyday.

Shop Our Unique Selection Of Beautiful Treasures.
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1011 Upper Middle Rd £
(905) 337-9393

We Fit Kids

From Crib to Big Kids
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UPPER OAKVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE

BLOOR WEST VILLAGE
2252 Bloor StW
(416) 766-8882

CF SHOPS AT DON MILLS

39 Karl Fraser Rd
(416) 390-9998

EXCHANGE TOWER

{416) 306-9902

130 King St W, Concourse Level, Unit C34

1800 Sheppard Ave E, Lower Level

CF FAIRVIEW MALL

(416) 225-7770

SUMMERHILL
1234 Yonge 5t
(416) 962-B662

THE DANFORTH
613 Danforth Ave
(416) 466-4444

CF SHERWAY GARDENS MALL

25 The West Mall
(416) 695-7777

JEAN PAUL RIGFELLE

Verts ombreuses, 1943

LIVE AUCTION
MAY 23, 2024

Post-War & Contemporary Art

Canadian, Impressionist & Modern Art

Legendary: The Collection of Torben V. Kristiansen

Final preview in Toronto [=]

Learn more at Heffel.com []

May 15 — May 22

HEFFEL FINE ART AUCTION HOUSE
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